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Reading with your child
There is something very simplistic yet soul
warming about reading a book with your
child, the way the words can whisper new
magical places in their imaginations,
building upon the world as they know it and
weaving new ideas and thinking.

There are many benefits that your child
experiences when you read with them, a
love of books and words is just one of them!

Positive attitude to reading and literacy 
When children observe the adults around
them finding joy in books and reading it can
spark their curiosity around books as well!
Creating an environment where books are
celebrated helps young children feel more
positive when it comes to reading and
learning when they head off to school.

Vocabulary and Communication skills 
When you read with your child, you are
often introducing a rich variety of words

that they might not encounter in everyday
conversation. This exposure helps them learn
new words in context, making it easier for them
to both understand and remember their
meanings as well as use them in their
communication. Preparing your child for school
begins well before they are four and books are a
powerful learning tool to support them right from
birth.

Imagination
Reading to your child is a fantastic way to open
up your child’s imagination to new worlds, new
characters, new ideas and new perspectives. It is
one of the strongest ways you can help support
your child’s ever growing thinking skills.

Knowledge of the wider world 
Reading with your child also offers them new
perspectives, knowledge and understanding
about the wider world and the people, places
and things that occupy it.
Non fiction books can often bring delight to 



children especially as they get older and become
more fascinated with the world around them.

There are of course many ways that whānau can
foster a love of reading with their child/ren. These
are just some of them:

Visit your local library. Libraries are magical
places that in most cases, offer the community
a free (or low cost ) literacy experience.
Choosing books together can be an enjoyable
experience for young and old alike. 

Display books at home. Displaying books so
that children can see the covers can give
children the indepedence to choose books
themselves.

Read each day. Did you know if you read a
book to your child every day that is a grand
total of 1095 books by the time they turn
three?! Weaving books into your daily rhythm
is a fantastic way to introduce a love of reading
for your child. 

It’s never too early to start reading. Even the
youngest of infants benefit from storytimes.
Sitting an infant or toddler on your lap and
cuddling as you read is a fantastic way to
strengthen emotional bonds.

Connect books to real-life experiences. For
instance, if you spot a firetruck on the road, link
it back to a story or song. Similarly, if there's a
dog in a book, relate it to a dog they may have
seen somewhere so that they can make
connections between their books and their
world.

Observe what captures your child’s interests.
When reading with your child try not to just
read the text, engage in conversation about the
illustrations and respond to their pointing,
whether with their fingers or their gaze.



Scan here for a video resource from the

Ministry of Education on supporting

literacy learning in your home

Creating links between home and ECE. Please feel free to share the names of your
child’s favourite books and interests with your child’s kaiako. This can give kaiako new
ideas and create a link between home and centre, further strengthening your child’s
sense of belonging. 

Read your child’s profile book together. Reading to your child doesn’t need to be
limited to just books, reading their early learning profile book with them gives you
valuable insight into their learning and an incredible opportunity to hear their thoughts
and view this learning from their perspective.

The Evolve Promise
At Evolve we promise to offer a curriculum that fosters your child’s ability to be creative,
generate new and innovative ideas, and problem-solve to find solutions to challenges.
Reading with children each day is just one of the many ways we deliver on this promise.

“There is more
treasure in books than
in all the pirate's loot
on Treasure Island.” 

-Walt Disney

https://www.southernliving.com/culture/walt-disney-quotes

	Evolve
	Reading with your child
	children especially as they get older and become more fascinated with the world around them.
	There are of course many ways that whānau can foster a love of reading with their child/ren. These are just some of them:
	Visit your local library. Libraries are magical places that in most cases, offer the community a free (or low cost ) literacy experience. Choosing books together can be an enjoyable experience for young and old alike.
	Display books at home. Displaying books so that children can see the covers can give children the indepedence to choose books themselves.
	Read each day. Did you know if you read a book to your child every day that is a grand total of 1095 books by the time they turn three?! Weaving books into your daily rhythm  is a fantastic way to introduce a love of reading for your child.
	It’s never too early to start reading. Even the youngest of infants benefit from storytimes. Sitting an infant or toddler on your lap and cuddling as you read is a fantastic way to strengthen emotional bonds.
	Connect books to real-life experiences. For instance, if you spot a firetruck on the road, link it back to a story or song. Similarly, if there's a dog in a book, relate it to a dog they may have seen somewhere so that they can make connections between their books and their world.
	Observe what captures your child’s interests. When reading with your child try not to just read the text, engage in conversation about the illustrations and respond to their pointing, whether with their fingers or their gaze.
	“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate's loot on Treasure Island.”  -Walt Disney

